Honors English II Course Syllabus
Monica Clark-Franceschini, Room 108

Phone: 336-605-3300

Email: clarkfm@gcsnc.com
Tutorial Times: by appointment, 8:00-8:45, 3:50-4:50 
Course Description

English II is the study of world literature. In this course you will focus upon reading, writing, speaking, and listening. We will also study grammar and vocabulary. We will have an EOC in June, which will consist of multiple choice and short answer items. The EOC for English II is on the computer. I believe that my job as your instructor in Honors English II is to prepare you for Advanced Placement Language and Composition, which many of you will take next year, as well as the SAT and ACT tests. 
Literature and Informational Texts
I expect my students to be readers, regardless of your actual level of excitement about picking up a text. As David McCullough said in his Wellesley High School commencement speech (2012), “Read… read all the time… read as a matter of principle, as a matter of self-respect.  Read as a nourishing staple of life.”  We will explore novels, memoir, satire, short stories, plays, and poetry, including The Count of Monte Cristo, A Long Way Gone, All Quiet on the Western Front, Medea, The Cherry Orchard, Life of Pi, Oedipus Rex, The Metamorphosis, A Doll’s House, and A Modest Proposal. In addition, the North Carolina English curriculum emphasizes reading informational texts; therefore, some of our readings will be complex nonfiction (print and non-print), which we will analyze and evaluate both collaboratively and independently. You will have an independent reading project, during which you can select a book that interests you. 
Written Expression

We will spend much of our time learning to be good writers. It is necessary to be able to write well: College and the real world depend on it! We will write myriad paragraphs and essays, as well as a research paper. In our writing, we will concentrate on conveying information through well-crafted and increasingly more sophisticated techniques. We will also complete daily exercises that will reinforce your understanding of grammar and refine your writing. Learn to love grammar! We will work closely with phrases, clauses, and manipulation of sentence types. Because usage and mechanics counts for 53% of the ACT, we will spend one marking period focusing on the punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure that is frequently tested. 
Oral Expression

Speaking skills are important for every individual. The biggest hurdle you will face in being a better speaker is to gain confidence. To function together as a learning community, we all need to contribute. You will be asked to share often; formal class discussions, informal small group discussions, projects, and presentations will help refine your speaking skills.

Vocabulary

The SAT has evolved and no longer tests for knowledge of obscure vocabulary; therefore, my approach to vocabulary has changed. During first semester, we will work with tonal words. Understanding tone when reading texts is essential; misinterpreting the tone of a text can obscure its meaning. Having a strong bank of words to describe the many complexities of tone will help you in the future.  During the remainder of the year, we will study high-frequency words for the ACT and “new” SAT. 
Required Materials

1. One binder (any size) OR composition notebook (I prefer notebooks for those who find organization challenging.)
2. One folder with pockets, if using a notebook in lieu of a binder
3. Loose-leaf paper 
4. Post-It Notes (any size)
5. Pencils and/or blue or black pens, and another color pen for editing 
These are appreciated, but not required: 
6. A copy of the Dover Thrift edition of The Cherry Orchard by Anton Chekhov. It is $3.00 on Amazon and qualifies for Prime. 

7. A book from my Book Flood wish list on Amazon. The link is on my website, and I will email it to you as well.

8. Markers and colored pencils-- Please bring these in to keep in the classroom. We use them often.
9. One box of tissues OR a package of pencils. 
10. One pack of glue sticks, any size. 
11. A box of Band-aids OR a pack of construction paper 
12. A bottle of hand sanitizer OR a pack of cleaning wipes

Expectations

1. Please do NOT be late! Tardiness is irresponsible and will not be tolerated. We follow the school tardy policy. If for some reason you come in late, you should move quickly and silently to your seat and take out your materials. 
2. Be respectful of yourself and others. This includes being on task at all times. No one should speak when others are speaking. You will have MANY opportunities to share your thoughts. No one should be rude or make any kind of inconsiderate comments to or about anyone else. Just be nice!
3. Put away your cell phone. We will sometimes use our phones as part of a lesson. Besides that, they need to stay put away—always. They are a huge distraction, and I can’t compete with that. Thanks in advance for letting your hour with me each day be all about English. 
4. Use the bathroom between classes if possible. Please do NOT ask to go to the bathroom unless it is an emergency. If you know you have to go, plan ahead so you can get to class on time. I know this is not always realistic, but I like students to avoid leaving the classroom. I will not allow you to leave the room for water. Carry it with you, and refill it when you have the opportunity. 
5. Please be a positive learner. People who complain don’t do anything but make others miserable. Our classroom will be an exciting, fulfilling place to learn if everyone works together to make it so. 
6. Do not put your head on your desk. I don’t let students sleep in class. Period. Never. 
7. Take care of your own mess. Clean up after yourself. Learn where things are put away in our classroom. If you use something, put it back. If you dirty something, clean it up. If you break something, replace it. 
8. All typed assignments should have one-inch margins and be in Times New Roman, 12-point font. Please do not experiment with unusual fonts or colored ink when completing written work for class. Please do not make headings or titles a larger font. Staple assignments in the upper left corner. Do not use report covers. If you do not have a computer and/or Internet access at home, you will be expected to utilize the school media center before or after school, or during lunch. 
Grades
1. Your grades will all be out of 100 points. They will be distributed as follows:

Tests and Projects=40%  

 
 Quizzes=30%
Homework and Daily Assignments=30%

English department test days are Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. All tests will be administered on those days. 
2. Homework is due when it is due. Please be prepared. I will drop your lowest homework grade at the end of each quarter. If you are absent, assignments must be made up within three days. I will keep an updated schedule on my website. You should know what we are doing while you are absent. Please make every effort to keep up. If you are absent and miss a test or quiz, you have three days to make it up. I will work with individuals who have extenuating circumstances on a case-by-case basis. I understand that things happen. 
3. Cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated. This includes all assignments. Do your own work! I do not allow students to copy each other’s work. This includes homework and in-class cooperative activities. I absolutely encourage you to work together and talk about what we are learning; however, this does not mean that one person writes and other people copy. When you work together, you should use your own words on your own paper. Do not copy someone else’s work, and do not allow someone to copy your work. Assignments submitted that are word-for-word the same as anyone else’s (obviously copied) will split the grade. 
Please remove this page, sign, and turn in tomorrow for credit (an easy first A). 
I have read this course syllabus and understand policies and expectations. 
I have read Guilford County Schools’ policy for mature content in texts studied in the English classroom:
“Literary texts studied in the high school classroom are complex, higher-level texts which may contain mature content and themes. ‘Mature content’ may include, but is not limited to, pervasive strong language, disturbing violence and behavior, sexual acts, drug/alcohol use or references, controversial content, or culturally diverse themes. These books are selected based on their literary merit and will be studied through their historical and cultural context. Our instructional purpose is to expose students to perspectives unlike or in opposition to their own in order to analyze complex themes and to promote individual reflection and academic growth.”

_________________________________ (student)

__________ (date)

_________________________________ (parent)

__________ (date)


_________________________________ (parent phone)
_________________________________ (parent phone)
_________________________________ (parent email address) 
_________________________________ (parent email address)

I love staying in contact with parents via email; it is a quick, easy way for us to talk regularly about your child’s classroom performance and needs. Please provide an email address, and feel free to contact me at any time at my GCS email address. Thanks so much! I look forward to working with you. (
I send weekly group emails with information about what we are studying in class, as well as due dates, schoolwide information, etc. 

To receive reminders about upcoming due dates, please text @46h828 to 81010. 

Please list any questions or concerns you may have about the syllabus in the space below.

Please make sure you write your email address exactly as it needs to be typed. Thanks!      








